
2014 Nominating Committee Election 

Pursuant to the Commission’s Bylaws, ACCSC will be conducting an electronic election from 
September 5, 2014 through September 26, 2014 to fill two (2) vacant seats on the Nominating 
Committee.  The Nominating Committee is charged with assisting the Commission in identifying 
potential candidates to fill any vacancy on the board. 

This year the Nominating Committee has two (2) vacant seats one with a 2-year term and one with 
a 1-year term. Based upon their desire to serve and affiliation with an ACCSC-accredited institution, 
the Commission is putting forth the following nominees for election by the membership to the 
Nominating Committee. Please note that each candidate’s name is linked to a copy of their resume. 

·        Lorne Gauthier, Northwestern Technological Institute 
 

·        Alfred Medro, Platt College San Diego 
 

·        Lisa Zahodne,  Specs Howard School of Media Arts
 
Election Instructions 

On September 5th, each ACCSC-accredited member institution will receive an email from ACCSC 
with a website link and login instructions to cast their vote.  Each ACCSC-accredited member 
institution is entitled to one vote.  The candidate receiving the highest number of votes will be 
considered elected for the 2-year term and the candidate with the next highest number of votes will 
be considered elected for the 1-year term. 
  
Please read the instructions closely to ensure that your ballots are counted.  If you have any 
questions regarding the election or if you did not receive an electronic ballot, please contact Holly 
Miller at 703.247.4524 or via email at hmiller@accsc.org.    
 
Thank you,  
 
ACCSC 
 

mailto:hmiller@accsc.org


2101 Wilson Boulevard, SuitE> 302 

Arlington. Virginia 22201 

703.247.4212ACCSC 
703.247.4533 fax 

Accrediting Commission of Coreer Schools ond Coileges WWW.aCC5co'g 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

ACCSC NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Nominee Information: 
Lorne P. GauthierName: 

School DirectorTitle: 

Northwestern Technological InstituteInstitution: 

24567 Northwestern Highway, Suite 200Address: 

Southfield, MI 48075City, State, Zip: 

(248) 358-4006Phone: 

Igauth ier@northwesterntech.eduE-Mail: 

Kings II CorporationCorporation Name: 


I am a (check all that apply): 


~ Appeals Panel member Iii Executive/Manager of an ACCSC-accredited School 


o Team Leader o Former ACCSC Commissioner 

o ACCSC Committee Member Iii Other - Please specify Progress Review Committee 

no affiliation with any other school represented by a sitting ACCSC 

Date 

Nominating Committee; 

b. A list of all ACCSC-accredited institutions with whom the nominee is affiliated; and 
c. A current resume. 

Please submit no later than luly 22,2014 to the attention of: 

Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director 


ACCSC 


2101 Wilson Blvd. #302 


Arlington, VA 22201 


mccomis@accsc.org 


- ----- --. .. ~.-

mailto:mccomis@accsc.org
mailto:ier@northwesterntech.edu
WWW.aCC5co'g


NORTHWESTERN TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 
24567 NORTHWESTERN HIGHWAY, SUITE 200 
SOUTHFIELD, MI48075 
248-358-4006 FAX 248-358-3621 
WWW.NORTHWESTERNTECH.EDU 

"The school that works!" 

July 31, 2014 

Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director 
ACCSC 

2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 302 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Dear Dr. McComis: 

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the ACCSC Nominating Committee. I have 
been the Director of an ACCSC accredited school for the past 21 years, and have over 26 years 
of experience in this industry. In addition, I have served on both the ACCSC Appeals Panel, 
and the ACCSC Progress Review Committee. 

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
(248) 358-4006. 

Accredited Member ofLicensed by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 

Northwestern Technological Institute is an equal opportunity training organization and employer. 

Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
 ACCSC 
Michigan Relay Center 1.800.649.3777 (Voice and TDD) 

http:WWW.NORTHWESTERNTECH.EDU


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of School Affiliations 
 

 

Northwestern Technological Institute 
24567 Northwestern Highway, Suite 200 

Southfield, MI   48075 
School #070022 



Summary of Qualifications 
 
 
Education 
 
Walsh College of Accountancy & Business Administration   Troy, MI 
Master of Science (M.S.F.) – Corporate Finance (1996) 
Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.) – Management (1994)  
 
Macomb Community College       Warren, MI 
Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) – Business Management  (1990) 
 
Experience 
 
Northwestern Technological Institute      Southfield, MI 
School Director (07/93 – Present) 
 

- Responsible for the day-to-day operation of an ACCSC accredited institution, to 
include supervision of all departments (admissions, financial aid, job placement 
assistance, and education).  

- Compliance with state, accrediting, and U.S. Department of Education standards 
and regulations including all reporting. 

- Schedule classes and plan instructor assignments 
- Monitor student academic progress/attendance and conduct student advising 
- Conduct advisory committee meetings  
- Manage all H/R functions, including payroll, employee records, and benefit 

programs 
   
American Career Academy       Oak Park, MI 
Dean of Students (04/91-07/93) 
 

- Hired and trained new faculty members 
- Supervised and evaluated all faculty members  
- Scheduled classes and planned instructor assignments 
- Substituted classes when necessary 
- Monitored student academic progress/attendance and conduct student advising 
-  Compliance with state, accrediting, and U.S. Department of Education standards 

and regulations including all reporting 
      -  Conducted advisory committee meetings 
 
American Career Academy        
Assistant to the President (08/89-04/91) 
 

- Assisted the President in the supervision of three facilities 
- Developed and implemented policies and procedures for daily operation of all 

facilities to ensure operational consistency 



Technical Career Institute (06/88-08/89) 
Assistant to the Dean of Students 
 
-  Assisted the Dean of Students with the day-to-day operation of an ACCET 

accredited institution, including monitoring of student attendance, preparation of 
student transcripts, maintenance of academic records, and scheduling of classes. 

 
Continuing Education 
 
Annual training conferences/updates by FAME, Region V 
 
Other 
Served as Team Leader on ACCSC school visits, and also served as a Management 
Specialist on ACCET school visits at the time I was employed by an ACCET accredited 
institution. 





a. Statement of Interest  

(Why I wish to serve on the nominating committee) 

I believe I am well qualified to serve on the ACCSC Nominating Committee because my experience has 

provided me with an understanding of the ACCSC accreditation standards and the diversity that exists 

among ACCSC accredited institutions.  I have been an executive of an ACCSC – Accredited Institution 

since 2004 and I am currently the Vice President and School Director of Platt College San Diego.  I am an 

active ACCSC Team Leader and since my training in 2010 I have completed 26 site visits.  In addition, I 

am currently serving a 2 year term on the Board of Directors of the California Association for Private 

Post‐Secondary Schools (CAPPS).  Prior to 2004, I spent approximately 30 years serving as an educator 

and administrator in the Australian public sector of education.  

I wish to serve on the ACCSC Nominating Committee because my experience as an ACCSC Team Leader 

and my experience serving on the CAPPS Board of Directors has provided me with an appreciation of the 

wide diversity that exists among the private sector schools that have a career focus.  The preparation I 

have conducted for site visit evaluations and the experience of working with several commission 

representatives and educational specialists has given me a good working knowledge of the ACCSC 

accreditation standards and accreditation process.   If elected to the ACCSC Nominating Committee, I 

will work to ensure that the diversity of schools that exist among the ACCSC  accredited institutions are 

all well represented on the ACCSC Commission. 

 

b. ACCSC –accredited institutions with whom I am affiliated 

Platt College San Diego 

 

c. Current resume 

See attached resume 



ALFRED EDWARD MEDRO 

1638 Via Ocioso, Lake San Marcos, California 92078  /  (619) 823 8083  /  amedro@platt.edu 

CAREER SUMMARY: 

Forty‐one years’ experience as an educator and educational administrator in the Australian Public Sector of Education and 

the United States Private Sector of Education 

Voluntary Service: 

2010 – Present  ACCSC Team Leader 

2013 – Present  Serving on Board of Directors for California Association of Private Post‐secondary Schools (CAPPS)  

Employment History: 

Platt College San Diego (2003 – Present) 

Currently serving as Vice President/School Director overseeing daily operations 

 

1973 – 2003  Victorian Department of Education 

Ararat Technical School (1973 – 1979) 

Teacher of English and Social Studies to grades 7 – 12 

Served as Head of Humanities Department 

Served on Curriculum Development Committee 

Served on Transition Committee to change from an all boy school to a coeducational school 

 

Warrnambool North Technical School (1980 – 1982) 

Teacher of English and Social Studies to grades 7 – 12 

Participated in Pastoral Care Program to counsel students 

 

Brauer College (1983 – 2003) 

Teacher of English, Social Studies and Information Technology 

Served as Year Level Coordinator, responsible for 200 students and 40 teachers 

Served as Debating and Public Speaking Coordinator, achieved 4 State Championships and 2 National Championships 

Served as Leading Teacher II, assisted with the administration of 3,000 students and 60 teachers 

Winner of 1997 President’s Award for Teaching Excellence 

Introduced Multimedia into school curriculum 

 

Educational Background: 

1985 – 1986  Graduate Diploma of Computing, Deakin University, Geelong, Australia 

1973    Professional Diploma of Education, University of Hawaii, Manoa, Hawaii 

1969 – 1972  Bachelor of Arts Degree, University of Hawaii, Manoa, Hawaii 

1968    University of Southern California, Los Angeles California 

1967    Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 

*Professional references available upon request 



CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
ACCSC NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

Nominee Information: 
Name:   

Title:   

Institution:   

Address:   

City, State, Zip:   

Phone:   

E-Mail:   

Corporation Name:   
 
I am a (check all that apply): 

☐ Appeals Panel member ☐ Executive/Manager of an ACCSC-accredited School 
☐ Team Leader ☐ Former ACCSC Commissioner    
☐ ACCSC Committee Member ☐ Other – Please specify        
   
 

I attest that I have no affiliation with any other school represented by a sitting ACCSC 
Commissioner and that all information submitted with this nomination is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge & belief. 
  

    
Signature  Date 
 
Please return this form along the following: 
a. A statement of interest indicating the nominee’s qualifications and why the nominee wishes to 

serve on the Nominating Committee; 
b. A list of all ACCSC-accredited institutions with whom the nominee is affiliated; and 
c. A current résumé. 
 
Please submit no later than July 22, 2014 to the attention of: 

 
Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director 

ACCSC 
2101 Wilson Blvd. #302 

Arlington, VA 22201 
mccomis@accsc.org 
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July 27, 2014 
 
 
ACCSC 
Accrediting Commission of Career Schools 
2101 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 302 
Arlington, VA 22201 
ATTN:  Michale S. McComis, Ed.D, Executive Director 
 
Dear Mr. McComis: 
 
I am very honored to be considered as a Nominee to serve on the Nominating Committee. 
If chosen, I feel I could provide a unique insight and perspective for smaller, for-profit 
schools. I also believe in ACCSC, and have experienced their dedication to our sector 
first hand.  Above all, I am passionate about our education sector and how we all strive to 
positively impact the lives of students every day.  
 
 I have been with the Specs Howard School of Media Arts for 29 years, except for a brief 
period where I went to work in the media industry.  Specs Howard is a family run, for-
profit school and the only ACCSC school I am affiliated with.  When I began in 1985, we 
had a staff of 15 people and only one program; we now have a staff of over 80, three 
programs, a satellite location and have added distance education to all of our programs. I 
was appointed Director in 1989 and president in 2009.  I am beginning our fifth renewal 
of accreditation with ACCSC and I am very familiar with the Standards of Accreditation 
as well as the goal and purpose of ACCSC. 
 
Please find my resume attached. I am happy to answer any additional questions you 
may have.  Again, I would be honored and excited to be a part of the Committee! 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
Lisa Zahodne 
President 
Specs Howard School of Media Arts 
(248)  703-9870 
 
 
 



Lisa Zahodne 
380 Sussex Fair • Rochester Hills, Michigan 48309 
lisazahodne@gmail.com • 248-703-9870 (cell) 

 
Executive Summary 

SENIOR EDUCATION, MARKETING AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE 
with more than 20 years of diverse education, management, marketing, media 
and advertising experience. Creative professional with a career history of 
driving revenue growth while maintaining and leveraging key relationships 
with clients at a high level. Lead by example manager with the unique ability 
to guide over 80 direct reports, development workforces and maintain low 
rates of turnover through active management techniques 

 
CAREER EXPERIENCE & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Well-versed in directing finance, human resources, advertising, marketing 
and sales. 

• Career history of innovative problem-solving and strategic planning 
resulting in increased sales and profitability. 

• President and COO of Specs Howard School of Media Arts, a private career 
educational facility including 80 employees with over 600 students 
annually, successfully developing all members into a cohesive results-
oriented organization. 

• Responsible for bottom-line factors, including development of long range 
strategic planning as well as budgeting. 

• Well versed on state, federal and accrediting regulations that impact the 
for-profit schools.  Experience in preparing reports for renewal of 
accreditation, adding new programs and other reports necessary to remain 
compliant with all regulating bodies. 

• Founder and President of Media Power, a continuing education start-up for 
media industry professionals. 

• Fostered strategic relationships with numerous high profile companies, 
including; Ford, General Motors, Chrysler, WDIV and WXYZ which supplied 
over 70% of company revenue for Media Power. 

• Developed and directed all advertising and marketing campaigns, public 
relation functions and the initial marketing plan that launched Media 
Power. 

• Successfully organized events for over 300 industry professionals. 
• Prepared and maintained strategic planning for technical services division 

of Communications Systems Group (CSG), a video systems integration 
company, as well as managed job costing, technical and training 
resources, marketing programs and employee training programs. 



• Supervised service departments for CSG in Oak Park, Kalamazoo, Grand 
Rapids, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus and Lansing as well as a staff of 
12 employees. 

• Key player for the opening of new CSG service departments in Kalamazoo, 
Columbus and Lansing. 

• Effectively led a service staff in an extremely hi-tech industry, selling fully 
integrated audio and video systems for numerous large companies.   

• Spearheaded job-cost analysis system for CSG to manage job profitability. 
• Produced and wrote script for company television commercials and 

promotional videos. 
• Vast experience with B2B and strong ability to interact with clients at a 

high level. 
 

Professional Experience 
Specs Howard School of Media Arts, Inc. – Southfield, MI 
President/COO                                                                       1985 - Present 
 
A private career school.  Responsible for bottom-line factors, including 
development of long range strategic planning.  Directly responsible for marketing, 
admissions, education and career services departments and general oversight of 
80 employees.  Develop and implement strategic business and marketing plans and 
establish marketing and sales objectives.  Positions held within the company   
include:  Controller, Director of Admissions and School Director. 

 
Communications Systems Group – Oak Park, MI          
Technical Services Manager                                                   1998 – 1999 
 
A video systems integrator.  Responsible for preparing and maintaining strategic 
planning for technical services division.  Managed job costing, technical and 
training resources, marketing programs and employee training programs. 
 
Media Power, Inc. – Southfield, MI 
President/CEO                                                                           1996 –1998 
 
A division of Specs Howard School providing training to media industry 
professionals.  Full responsibility for all bottom-line factors. 

 
Education 

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) – Oakland University and Rochester 
College, Rochester, MI – December 2007 
 
 

References Available Upon Request 
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